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What’s
Inside?

Did I tell you about the time . . .

Dippers’ Charter Member Dale Darnel,
above, was telling 50-years worth of diving

stories at Albion during the Club’s Labor Day
Weekend . . . to anyone who would listen. The
weekend was beautiful, with warm tempera-
tures, sunny skies and great ocean conditions.
The fresh abalone Saturday night was anoth-
er “Feast to behold.” Dippers, family and
friends enjoyed good diving, good food, good
comradery and great stories. According to
coordinator Jerry Richards, “We packed’em
into the campsites.” This was a great weekend
for everyone who participated, including those
folks who came down from the “High Rent
District” at Van Damme State Park for the
dinner. See more photos on pages 4.J

Dippers win at
Monterey Shootout

The premiere local competitive event for
underwater photography, the Monterey

Shootout, was held this year August 8-10.
Competitors had
32 hours to shoot,
edit and submit
their best photo-
graphs and videos
taken in the
Monterey / Carmel
area. Entries could
be at different skill
levels, image for-
mat (macro versus wide angle) and degree
of post processing. The Flipper Dippers’
own Greg Davis, above, won for Novice
Macro Traditional Category (limited use of
Light Room or Photoshop) with an image of
a Turban Snail on a kelp stalk. While Mike
Chalup took second place for
Intermediate Macro Unlimited with a shot,
below, of an anemone mouth. Prizes
received were a Sea and Sea Underwater
Strobe and two photo prints from Bradley
Photographic, respectively.

The Shootout event was
much more than just com-
petition. Besides classes
run by professional U/W
photographers, divers were
treated to an evening
reception at Backscatter
Photography (co-sponsor of
the Shootout) and the
Saturday Night Film
Festival at the classic
Golden State Theatre in
Monterey. The Festival
included presentation by
world-class wildlife pho-
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ENTERTAINMENT

tographers, and a keynote
speech by Dr. Sylvia Earle for
the urgent need of marine con-
servation.

Greg and Mike will present some
of their submissions from the
Shootout and display the equip-
ment they used at the September
General Meeting. Greg has built
a custom hood for his camera
that allows daytime shooting of
fluorescent photography – come
see how this works for a unique
‘view’ of underwater life.J
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

It’s September and for most people, summer is windingdown. But the Flipper Dippers continue to dive
throughout the year.

August was a big month for the Flipper Dippers. We had
plenty of diving; beach diving, boat diving, abalone diving
and halibut diving. The halibut still haven’t gotten the
memo that its halibut season. One of our member’s boat
used on a boat dive didn’t cooperate. If you missed the

August General Meeting you missed some great stories.

The Flipper Dipper’s own Greg Davis won BIG in August at the 2014
Monterey Shootout. Greg took first place in the Beginner Macro Traditional
Category. Congratulations to Greg for his win! In addition to expert
woodworker and winemaker, Greg is now an award winning underwater
photographer. Greg, is there anything you don’t do well?

Our annual Seafood Dinner and Dance is coming up on September 13. This
is our major fundraiser for the year. We need everyone’s participation
selling tickets and helping out during this event. Our past Seafood Dinner
and Dance’s have been successful because of the participation and hard
work of our members and I know this year will not be different. I look
forward to seeing another great turnout during the day.

In October, Annual Club Dues will be due. In order to help out the Club’s
increasing expenses, the Club is instituting a $10 fee to continue to receive
this newsletter in printed form and sent via the U.S. Postal Service. See
page 3 for more information.

Let’s Go Diving. – Howard
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Diver’s I.Q. Review Corner

This Month’s Question: Super Quiz Subject: Pacific Ocean (e.g., What is the
meaning of “pacific”? Answer: Peaceful, calm.) Answers on page 7.

FRESHMAN LEVEL
1. What forms the Pacific Ocean’s eastern border?
2. Who was the first European to sight the Pacific from the Americas?
3. Who gave the ocean its current name?
GRADUATE LEVEL
4. What is the ocean’s deepest point?
5. What strait connects the Pacific with the Arctic Ocean?
6. What is the largest of the Pacific islands?
PH.D. LEVEL
7. What strait joins the Pacific and the Indian oceans?
8. Name any one of the three main island groups in the Pacific Ocean.
9. What strait joins the Pacific with the Atlantic Ocean?

J J J J J

25th Annual

Seafood Dinner & Dance
Saturday, Sept. 13th

Tickets are still available!
Remember: Help Out – Eat FREE!

BBQ lunch on Saturday for all helpers!
Contact: Carl Tuttle, Ph: 408-286-7956

e-mail: tutcomms@sbcglobal.net
J J J

Dress like a Pirate for a fun
time this evening!
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RAFFLE NEWS

Tom Gardner

To all those Dippers who donated
gifts for the August raffle, THANK

YOU! Larry Ankuda pitched in for
Tom and Jackie handling the raffle.
Here’s an abbreviated account ot some
of the donations and winners: Jan
Robinson donated $11 for an award
which went as cash. Hunter Reid put
a $20 bill on the table. We’re not sure
who grabbed the cash, but it went fast!
Michelle Schimberg donated a $25
certificate to Amazon as well as a bot-
tle of St. Supery cabernet sauvignon,
won by Larry Ankuda. Larry put a
semiprofessional dive gear drying rack
on the table which was chosen by
Teresa Hanson. He also put out
three bags of garden veggies, won by
Bill Zschaler, and others. David
Love put a bottle of Barefoot cabernet
sauvignon on the table. Lance and
Kathy Williams entered a carry bag
with six bottles of various liquid
refreshments Tony Tomarchio gave
Fixi-palms and fish stringers, the lat-
ter of which went to Dave Bruce.

DOOR PRIZE: The door prize of $10
would have been taken by Mark
Prior who wasn’t there! The door
prize now goes to $20. Ten dollars is
added to the Door Prize at each
General Meeting whenever the person
whose name is drawn isn’t in atten-
dance. Some years ago the Door Prize
went as high as $90 when it was final-
ly won! Remember, you must be pres-
ent to win!

THIS MONTH’S RAFFLE: Would
the following Dippers please bring a
raffle donation this month Scott
Schimberg, John Schwartz, Ken
Seaton, Charlie Shaffer, Bill
Shipman, and John Snyder. If you
live out of the area or can’t attend the
General Meeting, please contact our
raffle Chair, Tom Gardner (+1- 408-
274-9447, tomandjackieus@yahoo
.com) to send in a check. He will pick
up a raffle donation in your name. The

raffle has always been an important
part of our General Meetings and
helps offset the printing and mailing
of this newsletter. Diving/camping
gear and handmade crafts are always
big draws your fellow Dippers would
love to win. Or pick up a gift certificate
at your favorite dive shop. Please do
your part as a Club member and pro-
vide a raffle donation when your name
comes up. Thank you!  J

MEMBERSHIP

Jim Rezowalli

As you can tell, by reading this
newsletter, the San Jose Flipper

Dippers is an active dive Club with
multiple dives every month. If you are
interested in diving please check out
the many dives we list. Simply contact
the coordinator to find out more and to
sign up. You don’t have to be a member
to join in on our dives. You do need to
bring your certification card, though.
I’d really like to again encourage the
new and prospective members to join
in on the monthly Club dives and
events especially our General
Meetings where you’ll find lots of
entertaining dive stories and, in some
cases, informative presentations.
Coming to these events allows one to
share in your experience and be part
of the Club’s conversation. After all,
this is why we have such a great
Club that’s 50-years young!

Happy Birthday! A FREE raffle
ticket will be given to the following
Dippers who have a birthday this
month: Rob Wolf and Steve Wall.

CLUB DUES DUE IN OCTOBER

This a “heads-up” that Club Dues
will be due in October. The basic

dues are still only $40 per year. Dues
help cover a portion of the yearly
room rental and the printing/mailing
of this Newsletter . . . our two biggest
Club expenses. In order to keep dues
low, the Club is instituting a new fee
of $10 per year to receive this
Newsletter in printed form via the
U.S. Postal Service. Most Members
are receiving the Newsletter in digital
form off the Club’s Website – in color!
Printing and mailing cost continue to
rise and it currently costs about $1.50
a piece to print and mail each month.
Charter and Lifetime Members (and a
few “Promotional” recipients) will con-
tinue to receive the Newsletter by
U.S. mail for FREE. See next month’s
October Newsletter for a summary of
Club dues.  J
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2014 TR O P H Y ST A N D I N G S

S K I N D I V I N G

o LINGCOD o

Open

o ABALONE o

Tony Alarcon 9.625 in.
Albion 05/25

o CABEZON o

Patrick Murphy 4.4 lbs.
Big Sur 05/08

o SHEEPHEAD o

Open

o LOBSTER o

Open

o OTHER OPEN CATEGORIES o
Halibut, White Sea Bass,

Striped Bass

S C U B A

o LINGCOD o

Larry Ankuda 15.5 lbs.
Santa Cruz 01/09

o CABEZON o

Open

o SHEEPHEAD o

Open

o LOBSTER o

Open

o HALIBUT o
John Snyder 20 lbs.
Moss Landing 07/16

The year is half way over.
Good Luck to All!

Each month the person whose
name appears in the newsletter

will receive 3 FREE RAFFLE TICK-
ETS at the General Meeting — if in
attendance. If you hold a trophy sev-
eral months in succession, you will
receive 3 FREE tickets each month
until someone beats your catch.

Contact Larry Ankuda at 408-378-
4963, e-mail: lankuda@comcast.net,
WITHIN 1 WEEK and give him all
the proper info (include the name of
one Club-member witness). J

Refreshments
Are Being

Served

The following Dippers are asked
to bring a goodie to the next

General Meeting: Kelly Drake, Tom
and Jackie Gardner, Bob Gault,
Teresa Hanson, and Steve Lodoen.
You will receive a FREE raffle ticket
for your efforts!! J
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North Coast Labor Day Weekend  Photos by Greg Davis.
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Back row: Ken Finley, Neil Lahman, Steve Boyer,
Stan Sheley, Bob Mosher, unknown, Tom Johnson
Front row: Alan Haywood, Jan (Howarth) Robinson,
Alta Wagner, Chuck Hankins

A little history lesson from the CenCal newsletter The Odyssey, 1969
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5 tasty fish, but how well do you know them?
How fast does a wahoo swim? How long does a mahi-mahi live? What
these delectable marine species look like, and some of their peculiarities

Pete Thomas - GrindTV

People love fish, but how much do they really know about what they’re
eating? We’re not referring to mercury levels, or environmental con-

cerns regarding method of capture, but to ordinary aspects such as
appearance and behavior.

For example, how many people know what a mahi-mahi looks like in the
flesh? Where does it live and what are some of its peculiarities? With this
in mind we present a short list of popular (or obscure) ocean fish that many
have savored with a cold beer or glass of wine, with a photograph and a
few factoids.

Wahoo (also called ono)
Belongs to the
mackerel family
and said by many
to be the fastest
fish in the sea;
can swim in
bursts to 60 mph.
Body is long and
slender, like that
of an oversized
barracuda. Teeth
are abundant and
r a z o r - s h a r p .
Found in tropical and sub-tropical waters. Can weigh more than 150 pounds
and measure to 8 feet. Commercially caught via longline gear. Recreationally
caught via trolled lures.

When hooked, the wahoo’s sizzling burst of speed is a sight to behold.
Dangerous to anglers, though, because of their teeth and because they’ve
been known to leap into boats at high speed. Serious injuries have been
incurred thanks to leaping wahoo. Can live 10-plus years, and a female
wahoo can lay up to 6 million eggs per spawning. Delicate and flaky on the
plate, typically itemized as ono (Hawaiian).

Chilean seabass
Real name is Patagonian toothfish, but that name is not marketable. Chileans
were first to market toothfish in the U.S., as Chilean seabass, even though it’s
not a bass and
is caught in
deep, frigid
w a t e r s
throughout the
A n t a r c t i c .
Described as
the perfect fish
of its firm,
white flesh.
The result of its booming global popularity in the mid-1990s was severe over-
exploitation. Its discovery, and the many shenanigans that went into play
because of skyrocketing demand, is the subject of a fascinating book by G.
Bruce Knight, “Hooked: Pirates, Poaching and the Perfect Fish.”

The fishery is carefully managed and there’s more control over illegal fishing
these days, but it remains an embattled fishery. The U.S. imports about 20%
of the worldwide catch. Toothfish reside in depths to about 8,000 feet. They
can grow to 200 pounds and live nearly 50 years. They feed largely on squid
and prawns.

Mahi-mahi
Mahi-mahi in Hawaii,
dorado in Mexico, dolphin-
fish in Florida. Few fish are
as colorful; its iridescent
blue-green hues change
rapidly when it’s pursuing
prey or fighting on a hook.
Large males boast blunt,
hatchet-shaped heads.
These slender fish grow
extremely fast, and can reach weights of nearly 100 pounds, but only live
about four years.

They love to congregate out under floating objects, such as kelp paddies.
Hundreds, perhaps thousands might gather beneath a dead whale, becoming
an angler’s dream as long as the whale’s stench isn’t too overwhelming.
Mariners adrift for long periods invariably attract mahi-mahi as traveling com-
panions. Mahi-mahi are commercially caught via long-line gear and drift nets.
Recreationally caught by anglers who love them for their beauty and acrobat-
ics. Flesh is firm and mildly sweet, and best-served fresh.

Lingcod
Not a cod, belonging
to the greenling fami-
ly. Unique to the west
coast of North
America, common in
cooler waters in
rocky areas, residing
at depths of 30 to 300
feet. Voracious pred-
ators with long, sharp teeth. Can weigh 80 pounds or more and measure 5
feet. Females lay the eggs–between 60,000 and 500,000 eggs–but males
guard the nest until the juveniles hatch. This is believed to be due to the fact
that so many natural predators would love to get to the eggs. These include
rockfish, sculpin, cod, urchins and starfish. Oddly, the male lingcod will ward
off fish predators with lunging attacks, but will let starfish and urchins feed on
the eggs. States the Monterey Bay Aquarium: “While guarding eggs, lingcod
have been known to attack humans.” A lingcod’s flesh is sometimes tinged
with green but cooks up white and firm.

Opah
Opah caught recently by Joe Ludlow
(pictured) weighed 181 pounds and
could become new world record; photo
courtesy of Excel Sportfishing

Also called moonfish because of their
oval shape and silvery-red bodies,
which are polka-dotted. Fins and outer
edges are a bight vermillion. Opah
roam tropical and sub-tropical seas and
are largely solitary except during
spawning periods. Deep-water
denizens most of the time; found as
deep as 2,400 feet. There is no directed
fishery for opah, but they’re caught in
large enough numbers, indiscriminately
by long-line fishermen, to make them
available to consumers. Caught very infrequently by sport fishermen. Two
weeks ago anglers aboard a San Diego-based tuna-fishing boat experienced
a super-rare quintuple opah hookup, and landed three of five fish, including a
181-pounder that might qualify as a sportfishing world record. The opah’s
flesh is rich and fatty, a chef’s delight. In Japanese cuisine, opah is often
served as sashimi or sushi. J

Chilean seabass photo is via Wikipedia

Wahoo photo courtesy of Pisces Sportfishing in Cabo San Lucas

Mahi-mahi photo is courtesy of Jen Wren Sportfishing

Lingcod photo is courtesy of Monterey Bay Aquarium



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
BUSINESS MEETING. 7:30 PM
Meeting will be held at Jim
Rezowalli’s home. All members are
invited to attend. This is a good
time to share your new ideas for
dives and entertainment.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
ONE-DAY AB-GRAB. Coordinator:
John Snyder: 1-408-202-5196,
john. f ishhunter@gmail .com.
Location TBD depending on condi-
tions. This will be a jump in-and-
out for a last chance to donate to
the Seafood Dinner/Dance. Don’t
forget your float, individual catch
bag, ab card, zip ties, a pen that
writes. Contact John to sign up.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
• No-License Fishing Day

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
25th ANNUAL SEAFOOD DIN-
NER & DANCE. Lead Contact:
Carl Tuttle: 408-286-7956;
email:tutcoms@sbcglobal.net.
Location is Santa Clara Horseman’s
Association at 20350 McKean Road
in San Jose. Dinner is served from

5:30 to 7:00 PM followed by dancing
to our DJ from 7:00 to 10:30 PM. We
need YOU to sell tickets to family,
friends, co-workers, etc. Seafood
donations are still needed.
Volunteer sign-ups are still needed.
Come and help . . . It’s fun and you
can EAT FREE – Only if you help!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
• California Costal Cleanup Day

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
SECOND SATURDAY SCUBA (S3)

BEACH DIVE ON THE 4th SAT-
URDAY (S4) Coordinator: Howard
Timoney cell: 408-639-1191; email:
HowardTimoney @ comcast.net. He’s
ba-a-a-a-ck. Yes dear friends, after
tearing up his shoulder back in April,
Howard seems to think he’s ready to
get back in the water. Not only that
but he’s leading this dive! It’s been 6
months since he’s been diving. Will he
be able to get his tank and BC on?
Will he remember how to set up his
gear? Will he remember how to dive?
I’m thinking not. Join the fun. This
will be a beach dive. Location TBD
based on conditions and Howard’s
shoulder. There will be an exciting
raffle after the dive for Howard’s gear
if he drowns himself. Don’t miss it!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
• Lobster Season Opens

UPCOMING IN OCTOBER
01 Business Meeting
04-07 Lobster trip
11 Second Saturday SCUBA
15 General Meeting

J J J J J

D I V E &  A C T I V I T Y C A L E N D A R
BILL WINTER WWW.SJFLIPPERDIPPERS.COM SEPTEMBER 2014
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* NOTE: All certified divers are encouraged to attend San Jose Flipper Dippers’ dives.
Non-Club members will be required to show proof of certification to the dive coordinator prior to entering the water with our group.

Please sign up for dives at the General Meeting or call the coordinator. This is needed in case of cancellation or changes.

GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, 
September 17th

7:30 PM at the Knights of
Columbus Santa Maria Hall
2211 Shamrock Dr., Campbell.
Come celebrate 50 Years of the

San Jose Flipper Dippers
at our General Meeting.

Entertainment: Photo presentation
of winning Dippers’ images and
gear from the Monterey Shootout.

THE DOOR PRIZE IS $20!

How do you spell . . .

Take a look at the brand-new exit
sign on Atlanta’s most well-known

road, the Downtown Connector. It
looks normal at first, marked exits for

Williams Street, World
Congress Center, the Georgia
Dome, and‚ . . . hmmm . . . ‚
that’s not how you spell
aquarium.

The Department Of
Transportation is already in
the process of addressing the
mistake. The extra ‘i’ was the
fault of the sign maker, DOT
spokesperson Natalie Dale
told The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution, saying, “We are
aware. Vanna, we’d like to
return a vowel.” She added
that the spelling error should

be fixed by rush hour on Thursday.
Changing signs on the interstate
would likely require lane closures,
which the DOT didn’t want to do dur-
ing rush hour. This is most likely
what contributed to the delay in a

replacement of the sign, which has
been up for less than a week.

Since the error was not the fault of
the DOT, taxpayers won’t be on the
hook for fixing it. The aquarium staff
had not commented on the sign’s
attempt to put some “air” in
Aquarium. J

Super Quiz Answers (from page 2)
1. The Americas.
2. Vasco Nunez de Balboa.
3. Ferdinand Magellan.
4. Mariana Trench.
5. Bering Strait.
6. New Guinea.
7. Strait of Malacca.
8. Micronesia, Melanesia, Polynesia.
9. Strait of Magellan (also the
Drake Passage)

J J J J J
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San Jose Flipper Dippers
P.O. Box 7421

San Jose, CA 95150

Follow us on
Facebook

Oct 1 Business Meeting
Oct 4-7 Lobster Trip
Oct 11 Second Saturday Scuba (S3)
Oct 15 * General Meeting
Oct 25-28 Channel Islands Photo Trip
Nov 5 Business meeting
Nov 8 Second Saturday SCUBA / Boat Dive
Nov 19 * General Meeting - Nominations for Office
Nov 29 1-Day Ab Grab - End of Season
Dec 1 Abalone Season Closed
Dec 3 Business Meeting
Dec 13 Second Saturday SCUBA(Boat)
Dec 17 * General Meeting

Election of Officers & Christmas Raffle 
Dec 21 Panther Beach Clean-Up @ 2pm

Much More To Come!
See the Club’s Website for the full 2014 Calendar

October 5-7
Lobster Trip
This is an all-inclu-

sive 3-day mini-
vacation to the famed
Cortez Banks, south
of California’s Channel Islands, for some
exceptional “Bug” diving! Many Dippers
have signed up and are raring to go.
Flipper Dippers’ Coordinator: Carl Tuttle
408-286-7956, email: tutcomms@sbcglobal.net
Liveaboard Boat: The Conception
Dates: Oct. 5, 6, 7, 2014 (Sun, Mon, Tues)
Departs: Oct. 4 @ 9 PM (Sat. Night)
Cost: $636 (All Inclusive: Bunk, Meals, Air)
Host: Truth Aquatics (+1-805-962-1127)

(www.truthaquatics.com)
50% Deposit: $318 (To Truth Aquatics to
reserve your spot.) J


