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Awards Banquet Review

January’s Annual Awards Banquet was an entertaining and enjoyable
evening for over 30 Flipper Dippers, family and friends who attended.

Michaels At Shoreline, in Mountain View, provided a great room of spacious
tables, an open bar and plenty of tasty hors d’oeuveres for everyone in atten-
dance. During the social hour, Dippers and guests were able to view the photo
competition entries and a special photo collage of Charter Member Bill
Zschaler who passed away last year.

    
At the start of the dinner Club president Barbara Davis welcomed everyone

and acknowledged the many strengths of the membership, their contributions
towards the success of the Club and supporting
the new Board in 2017.

    
After dinner there was a break and opportuni-

ty for everyone to vote on the photo competition
entries. The winners will be announced at the
February general meeting. The banquet contin-
ued with Larry Ankuda presenting the 2016
Spearfishing Trophy winner with an Award: a $50
bill to go towards a 2017 fishing license to John
Snyder for a 8.8-inch abalone taken at Van
Damme. There were no other trophy winners for
2016, so maybe it’s your turn in 2017?

    
Our guest Master of Ceremonies was then

introduced by Awards & Fines Chair John
Schwartz, “Our guest has external sensory hair.
A touch of the hair triggers a cell explosion,
which launches a harpoon-like structure that
attaches to the organism that triggered it, and

Refreshments Are
Being Served
The following

Dippers are asked
to bring a tasty goodie
to the next General

Meeting: Mike Chalup, Grace Chi,
Dale Darnell, Barbara & Greg
Davis, Dave Dickson, and Anton
Dold. Don’t forget you will receive a
FREE raffle ticket for your donation! J

Thanks to our 2016 Club Officers!

In recognition for their dedication to the Club in 2016, club officers, fromleft, Brian Zaugg, John Schwartz, Mike Chalup, Jim Rezowalli and
Barbara Davis were each presented with a heavy-duty dive bag at this
year’s Annual Awards Banquet. J
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What’s
Inside?

That’s Not So
Cold

Join us for a special presentation on
diving in the U.S. Pacific North

West by former Flipper Dipper Craig
Linburgh. Craig
relocated to
Washington State
some years back
and has been
actively diving in
the Puget Sound
area out of
Anacortes, WA.
Learn about some

local dive operations and such  signat-
ure  dive sites as Long Island Wall,
Black Rock, and Eagle Point, which
provide great photo opportunities! If
there is sufficient interest, Craig is also
interested in setting a Dipper dive trip
in the area. Join Craig and other
Dippers for dinner at 6:30 at the
Chinese restaurant, next door to the
Knight’s of Columbus. Don’t miss this
Meeting! J
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                                                                                       PRESIDENT’S CORNER

We had a good start to our year with many club
activities in January, including the annual Awards

Banquet at Michaels at Shoreline, a Monterey boat dive, a
chance for members to catch up and socialize at the
monthly General meeting, and the annual planning
meeting.

The Awards Banquet on January 22nd was enjoyed by
all who attended. We had good food, good friends, and, of
course, an entertaining presenter for the evening! In

addition to presenting awards to the trophy winners, the Awards Banquet
provides an opportunity to acknowledge all those Club members – and non-
members – who helped out during the past year. Everyone’s efforts are
greatly appreciated!
    Seven Dippers had a great time on the BeachHopperII for our first S3 dive
of the year. Conditions were surprisingly good considering all of the storms
and rain we got in January. (And the following weekend saw record swells in
Monterey!) We’ll need to continue to keep a close eye on the marine forecasts,
but as we experienced, winter diving can be great between storms.
    We had our annual planning meeting on January 25th at Steve Lodoen’s
house. Steve and his wife Bonnie are very gracious to open their home every
year for this important meeting. Thanks to Steve and all those who attended
and helped plan the events for this coming year.
    One committee chair I would really like to see filled this year is Safety.
The Dippers have a long-standing tradition of safe diving, and we’d like that
to continue. Let me know if you would be interested in getting involved in
this important role.
    The board has been brainstorming new ideas and new activities for 2017
and we want to hear from YOU! You can email your ideas to me or any of the
club officers, put them into the “Suggestion Bag” at any meeting, or come to
any business meeting. Let us know what needs to change and what club
traditions we need to continue!

Everyone keep safe and let’s go diving! – Barbara
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Diver’s I.Q. Review Corner
This Month’s Question: Objects underwater appear to be:
      A. Brighter and larger
      B. Smaller and farther
      C. Darker and smaller
      D. Larger and closer

Send your answer by e-mail to Larry
Ankuda at lankuda@comcast.net. All
attendees at the next general meeting
with the correct answers will be
included in a drawing for 10 free raffle
tickets. Good Luck!

J J J J J
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RAFFLE NEWS

Lance Williams

The Dippers got off to a good New
Year raffle, in January, with great

prizes. First off, the Raffle Table was all
set for all the gifts. Scott Schimberg
placed a bottle of Kendell Jackson
Cabernet on the table and the winner
was new member Dave Dickson,
L.O.R.D. Larry Ankuda harvested a
couple of bags of mushrooms for the
club. One bag went left to Barbara
Davis and one bag went right to visitor
Coy Jett. Next was a ‘Brain Game’
from Kathy Williams grabbed by John
‘Hot-Dog’ Schwartz. Teresa Hanson
brought in two items; a set of four wine
glasses chosen by Barbara Davis, and
a scrub kit picked by Manuel
Mangrobang. The fish cutting board
mysteriously returned and was reward-
ed to the winning ticket held by Dave
Dickson. A reusable fish-style bottle
donated by Helen Conway was taken
by Coy Jett, and a pair of handmade
diver-theme oven hot pads, also donat-
ed by Helen, were grabbed by Jackie
Gardner. The XL dive shirt was won by
Tom Gardner and Scott Schimberg
picked up the fish scale and fish ruler.
The final gift on the table was a Ocean
Kayak ball cap won by Barbara Davis,
who thought her father could use it. 

THE DOOR PRIZE The $40 door prize
was up for grabs and Tony Alarcon’s
name was drawn – but he was not at the
meeting. So it’s now $50 for our
February general meeting.

THIS MONTH’S RAFFLE: Each month
we pick names from the Club’s Roster
for members to bring a donation for the
Raffle Table. So this month the following
folks are asked to bring a dive-related
gift: Hunter Reid, Gerry Richards,
Steve Richards, Michelle Schimberg,
Scott Schimberg and John Schwartz.
If you live out of the area or can’t attend
the General Meeting, please contact

Lance Williams, 1-650-321-5255,
Willo1044 @yahoo .com, to send in a
check. He will pick up a raffle donation
in your name. The raffle has always
been an important part of our General
Meetings. Please do your part as a
Club member and provide a raffle
donation when your name comes up.
Thank you! J

MEMBERSHIP

Teresa Hanson

There are prospective members look-
ing to dive and we look forward to

diving with you! Prospectives must have
a Club jacket either in possession or on
order to be voted into the Club. See the
Club’s Website (Membership Require-
ments) for information and where to pur-
chase. Contact Teresa for additional
information on any and all Membership
Requirements.

Congratulations to Dave Dickson,
above left, who was voted into the Club
at the January General Meeting. And
welcome to Coy Jett who found us on
Facebook and introduced himself at our
January General Meeting. Coy is excit-
ed to get in the water, so be sure to join
him on our Club dives!

A FREE raffle ticket will be given to the
following Dipper who has a birthday this
month: Mike Chalup, Anton Dold and
Jan Robinson. Happy birthday to our
fellow Flipper Dippers! J
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2017 TR O P H Y ST A N D I N G S

S K I N D I V I N G

o OPEN CATEGORIES o
Lingcod, Abalone, Cabezon,
Sheephead, Lobster, Halibut,
White Sea Bass, Striped Bass

S C U B A
o OPEN CATEGORIES o

Lingcod, Cabezon, Sheephead,
Lobster, Halibut

The race is on! Good luck to all!
J J J J J

Each month the person whose
name appears in the newsletter

will receive 3 FREE RAFFLE TICK-
ETS at the General Meeting — if in
attendance. If you hold a trophy sever-
al months in succession, you will
receive 3 FREE tickets each month
until someone beats your catch.

Contact John Snyder at +1-408-202-
5196, e-mail: john.fishhunter@gmail.
com, WITHIN 1 WEEK and give him
all the proper info (include the name
of one Club-member witness). J

Lance Williams, left, was presented the
Golden Dippy at the January General
Meeting by John Schwartz. Apparently
the giant taxidermy trout Lance won at
the December meeting was hung on a
tree to antagonize his next door neigh-
bor. But alas, the rains came and
destroyed it. Be careful with the pranks
you play, they could backfire on you! J
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injects a dose of venom in the flesh of
the aggressor or prey. Our guest is
known to have a close, prolonged
association between two or more dif-
ferent organisms of different species
that may, but does not necessarily,
benefit each member. Most recently,
new genetic studies have found that
this water-dwelling creature is techni-
cally half plant and half animal. So
without further ado, let’s all give a
warm Flipper Dippers welcome to the
one, and only, C. Anemone!”

    
Upon entering the banquet room,

C. Anemone made a request; “Is there
anyone here tonight that showed up
yesterday – the wrong day?” Oops!
Yep, Dennis Nasont sheepishly
raised his hand. He and Bonnie
arrived the night before and realized
they made an error when they looked
at their tickets with the day, Sunday,
printed on them.

    
The evening continued with door

prize drawings and the winners
received DVDs, including Greg Davis
who won “An all-expenses paid trip for
two to enjoy the crystal-clear waters of
Fiji: Two bottles of Fiji water!”

    
And then the fun began. “Tonight is

going to be a gift-exchange activity.
However, it s obvious that none of you
have brought a gift to exchange. Not to
worry, I did! But you don’t get to pick
this gift. No, this gift picks you and this
gift is actually an ‘Award.’ Here’s how
it works: If you’re lucky enough, you’ll
get the award. But then you must pass
it on to the next lucky winner, that I will
identify . . . until the last one gets to
keep this amazing ‘Award.’

    
With that, C. Anemone announced,

“This Year’s Top Ten Golden Dippy
Dippers.” As the ‘winners’ were
announced, the Club’s Golden Dippy
was passed along to the next winner –

which went to one Dipper more than
once!

    
10. Your ‘Former Emperor and

Dear Leader for Life’ keeps trying to
win the Miley Cyrus ‘Ginormous
Tongue’ competition in your newslet-
ter’s photos. – Howard Timoney

    
9. You obviously need instructions

on using a kelp-clip so your kayak
doesn’t float a quarter mile down the
coast. Not once, but twice! – Jim
Rezowalli

    
8. Up and early for another day of

diving in Bonaire. And exactly where
did you leave your
regulator the day
before? – Teresa
Hanson

7. You built a
new giant ticket
drum for the raffle
table. Just how big
was that hamster
you stole it
from? – Greggie
Davis

6. Lead, fol-
low, or get out of
the way. Yep, you
led your fellow
Dippers – to the
wrong gate and

almost missed your flight to Salt Lake
City. – John Schwartz

    
5. You know you’re in Bonaire but

your ‘Smart Phone’ thinks you’re in
San Jose. Aren’t you smarter than
your Smart Phone?  – Teresa Hanson

    
4. You know how to use a compass

by looking at numbers, but you can’t
count stairsteps to find that new dive
spot you read about in a book. – Larry
Ankuda

    
3. Your checklist for dive gear is all

in your head. So why weren’t your fins
in your kayak when you got to the dive
spot at Pt. Lobos? – Carl Tuttle

    
2. You said you were on a busi-

ness trip and couldn’t get your
newsletter article sent in. So why did
we see your photo at a wine tasting
party on Facebook? – Barbara Davis

    
1. Oh look! A giant stingray lying

there in the sand. No, that’s not a tat-
too that reads ‘Firestone.’ That really
is just an old tire. – Teresa Hanson

    
C. Anemone then recognized the

efforts of the many Dippers who gave
time and effort to benefit the Club dur-
ing 2016. Each was rewarded with
their choice of either a refrigerator
magnet, a drink koozie, an apron, or a
shopping bag, all with the Flipper
Dippers’ logo printed on them.

    
• For the monthly diver’s I.Q review

in the newsletter: Larry Ankuda.
    • For coordination of Beach Clean-
Ups: Hunter Reid.
    • For Coordination of Bonaire warm
water dive trip: Barbara Davis.
    • For local dive boat coordination:
Brian Zaugg, Howard Timoney,
Grace Chi.
    • For special efforts at the Seafood
Dinner Dance: Larry Ankuda,
Barbara & Greg Davis, Steve
Lodoen, Mike Chalup, Jim
Rezowalli, Bill Shipman, Teresa
Hanson, John Snyder, John
Schwartz, Lance & Kathy Williams,
Steve Richards, Jerry Richards,
Scott & Michelle Schimberg, Brian
Zaugg, Bob Prinz II, Howard
Timoney, Tom & Jackie Gardner,
Hunter Reid, Dennis Nasont.
    • For coordinating the ‘New and
Improved’ Annual Under Water Easter
Egg Hunt: Jim Rezowalli.
    • For having their picture in the
newsletter most often: Barbara Davis
(21), Tom Gardner (17), Grace Chi,
Howard Timoney and Jackie
Gardner (tied at 11).
    • For leading the most scheduled
club dives and activities: Brian
Zaugg.
    • For coordinating North Coast ab
dive and campouts: Jerry Richards
and Dennis Nasont.
    • For the biggest bone-headed
goof-up of 2016: The  Special Award
went to Jim Rezowalli for leaving the
Club’s check book at the post office,
where it was found and that person
was able to contact Barbara Davis by
getting her phone number from a
newsletter posted on the Club’s
Website!
    Many Members in attendance were
acknowledged for their continued
membership in the Club for over 20
years and former Club presidents
were asked to stand and received
warm applauses.
    In recognition for their dedication to
the Club in 2016, officers, Brian
Zaugg, John Schwartz, Mike
Chalup, Jim Rezowalli and Barbara
Davis were each presented with a
heavy-duty dive bag.
    Barbara then concluded the
evening by thanking the guest MC and
everyone who has participated in the
many Club activities and again
encouraged members to get involved
in their Club. Everyone who attended
had a great time enjoying the food,
entertainment and their fellow Flipper
Dippers. J

Continued from front page

Awards Banquet
Master of
Ceremonies
C. Anemone

makes a grand
entrance.



Awards Banquet (Photos: Mike Chalup - More Next Month!)
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Famed Cement Boat
takes another beating

The historic concrete ship S.S.
Palo Alto, at Rio Del Mar in

Aptos, Californian, was smashed in
half by record California storm waves
on January 21. Since 1930, the Palo
Alto has been a symbol of Santa
Cruz County, sitting at the end of a
pier that juts from Monterey Bay’s
Seacliff Beach. During Saturday’s
storm, the waves reached a record
height: 34 feet, according to a
National Weather Service buoy in the
bay, more than a foot taller than the
previous record set in 2008. With the
tall waves came destruction. The
pounding surf snapped a section of
the Palo Alto nearest to shore from
the rest of the ship.
       The boat had an unusual con-
crete hull, as well as an unusual origin
story. As World War I progressed, and
civilian and military vessels fell by the
hundreds to German submarine tor-
pedoes, ship builders worried about a
shortage of steel. In 1917, the
Emergency Fleet Corporation was
formed under President Woodrow Wilson.
The emergency fleet commissioned an order
for 24 new ships built out of ferroconcrete.
The material, concrete reinforced with steel,
was cheaper to produce than steel and more
readily available. It was also capable of pro-
ducing boats that floated. In fact, the French
inventor of ferroconcrete, Joseph-Louis
Lambot, had created a concrete dinghy a
half-century before; his small boat was dis-
played at the 1855 World’s Fair.
       The Emergency Fleet Corporation’s
choice for concrete ships was a move, as
described in a 1918 issue of the trade journal
Concrete, born out of emergency. The year
before, a Norwegian engineer had built a 84-
foot-long ship with a concrete hull. But larger
tankers like the Palo Alto were yet untested.
“Good engineering judgment puts the concrete seagoing ship idea on a
sound basis,” noted the journal. “But it hasn’t been proved — that’s all.”
       The capabilities of U.S. concrete ships would remain unproven dur-
ing the war. By the time builders completed all 420 feet of the S.S. Palo
Alto, at the Naval Shipyard in Oakland, World War I was over.
       The Palo Alto did not move from Oakland until 1929, according to the
California Department of Parks and Recreation. On the ship’s first voyage,
it was towed to the Sea Cliff beach, where the Cal-Nevada Company
scuttled the boat by opening the valves in its hull. It earned the nickname
the Cement Boat and became a tourist destination.
       In 1930, a pier was constructed to link the ship to the beach. The Cal-
Nevada Company installed a heated pool — 54-feet long — as well as a
casino and a dance floor. The party on board the S.S. Palo Alto lasted for
two years, until its prospects were hit by the twin blows of a severe winter

storm and the Great Depression. The state of California purchased the
ship, and it became a popular fishing spot. The state closed off public
access to the ship in 1950, after years of decay. Despite opening for a few
years following a restoration attempt in the 1980s, the ship once again

became off-limits. The
fishing pier was open
to foot traffic during
summer 2016 but is
now closed for repairs,
according to the Parks
and Recreation
Department.

Despite the
repeated pummeling,
the Cement Boat
remained a touch-
stone. “There are
always people who
come back here” after
having moved away,
John Hibble, director of
the local Aptos History
Museum, told the
Santa Cruz Sentinel.
“Their parents danced
on the ship. Some peo-
ple were little kids
when they actually got
to go out on the front
part of the ship.”
And yet life did not

abandon the S.S. Palo Alto
completely. Pelicans and other
seabirds perched on the ship’s
deck, leaving behind streaks
of white on the cracked con-
crete. In the water below,
marine mammals like sea
lions hunted sea perch and
other fish. These fish, in turn,
fed upon the algae and other
organisms that grew in the
shelter of the artificial reef.

The discovery of dead
wildlife tarnished the Cement
Boat’s environmental legacy in
the mid-2000s. Exposed to

nearly a century’s worth of the elements, the ship’s tanks had cracked,
leaking fuel oil, and the Palo Alto was deemed responsible for the dozens
of dead birds that subsequently washed up on nearby beaches. In 2006,
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife conducted a $1.7 million
cleanup effort. Workers sucked half-a-thousand gallons of gunk from the
ship’s cracked tanks. Inside the ship, they found an additional 200 bird bod-
ies and two dead harbor seals, reported the Monterey County Herald.
       In the decade since the environmental cleanup, the ship had crumbled
further. Winter 2016 storms shoved the ship to the starboard side, reported
the Sentinel, and cracked open its rear half. This year’s weather caused
even more damage. “It’s just an unusual January with this active weather,”
said National Weather Service forecaster Drew Peterson. “With the Cement
Ship, we’re starting to see the ramifications.”    J

Above, onlookers view the S.S. Palo Alto at Rio Del Mar in Aptos. (Kevin
Johnson/Santa Cruz Sentinel via AP). Below, a graph from Monterey Bay Buoy,

NDBC Station 46042, showing the +34-foot wave height on January 21.



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
VAN DAMME RESERVATIONS
OPEN FOR SEPT. If you’re camp-
ing starting on Thursday, Aug. 31 to
Sunday, Sept. 3 for Labor Day
Weekend, jump on your reserva-
tions and secure those campsites!
Reserve America, www.reserveam-
erica.com, 1-800-444-7275.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
BUSINESS MEETING. 7:30 PM
Meeting will be held at Teresa
Hanson’s home, 408-966-6433,
teresa_hanson@comcast.net. All
members are invited to attend.
This is a good time to share your
new ideas for dives and entertain-
ment. Refreshments to share are
welcome.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11
SECOND SATURDAY SCUBA
(S3): NIGHT DIVE Coordinator:
Manuel Mangrobang, 1-408-813-
5139. manuel.a.mangrobang.iv
@gmail.com. Meet in the Break-

water parking lot at 3:00 PM and
we’ll decide where to dive based on
conditions and sign-ups. Bring 2
tanks and plan on making 2 dives.
Please RSVP in case the dive gets
cancelled or moved due to weather
or surf conditions.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19
PANTHER BEACH CLEAN UP
Coordinator: Hunter Reid, 408-819-
1391. Meet at 9:00 A.M. Parking on
the left just past mile marker 26.4
on Hwy 1 north of Santa Cruz, just
before the town of Davenport. The
Club will buy lunch at the Whale
City Bakery Bar & Grill in
Davenport, for all who attend. For
those new members, the Club
“Adopted” this beach and have
been cleaning it up for many years.
Join in on the FUN!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25
NO SCHEDULED DIVE

UPCOMING IN MARCH
01 Van Damme Reservations open for
camping starting Friday, Sept. 1,
Labor Day Weekend

01 Business Meeting
11 Second Saturday SCUBA
15 General Meeting
22 Lobster Season Closed

J J J J J

D I V E &  A C T I V I T Y C A L E N D A R
MANUEL MANGROBANG           WWW.SJFLIPPERDIPPERS.COM                FEBRUARY 2017
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* NOTE: All certified divers are encouraged to attend San Jose Flipper Dippers’ dives.
Non-Club members will be required to show proof of certification to the dive coordinator prior to entering the water with our group.

Please sign up for dives at the General Meeting or call the coordinator. This is needed in case of cancellation or changes.

GENERAL MEETING
WEDNESDAY,
February 15th

7:30 PM at the Knights of
Columbus Santa Maria Hall
2211 Shamrock Dr., Campbell.
Come celebrate 52 Years of the
San Jose Flipper Dippers
at our General Meeting.

Entertainment: Special presen-
tation by former Flipper Dipper
Craig Linburgh on diving in
the U.S. Pacific North West 

J Great Refreshments
J Great Raffle Prizes
THE DOOR PRIZE IS $50!
YOU must be present to win!

Dippers January S3 Dive on Beach Hopper II

Successful winter diving in Monterey
has a lot to do with timing. With the

plankton bloom at a minimum, great
conditions and visibility can be had if
your dive is scheduled between storms.
For the January 14th S3 (Second
Saturday SCUBA) dive we got the tim-
ing perfect; the day coincided with the
lull between two stormy periods.
      Our trip on the Beach Hopper II was
attended by Barbara Davis, Howard
Timoney, Grace Chi,
Mike Chalup, Scott and
Michelle Schimberg, and
their son Evan. The first
dive was at Eric's
Pinnacle, with calm seas
and 40-foot visibility. The
second dive was at
Aquarium Wall with simi-
larly great conditions.
Both spots were very
‘fishy,’ with most Dippers
spotting a huge (for north-

ern California) Sheepshead that kept circling around the
anchor area.

Ace UW navigator Barbara relin-
quished her normal ‘leading’ role to

Grace to
p r o v i d e
more prac-
tice in this
i m p o r t a n t
s k i l l .
According to
Barbara and
H o w a r d ,
G r a c e
brought the
dive team
back to with-
in 20 feet of

the anchor line at the end of
the dive – a very credible
accomplishment!
After getting back to the

dock at a reasonable hour, we
walked the few feet to London
Bridge Pub for lunch and to
continue to share talk about
our day’s trip.  J

Grace is ready to go!

Evan, Scott & Michelle
Barbara is
having fun

now!

Former Emperor and
Dear Leader for Life

(Howard).
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San Jose Flipper Dippers
P.O. Box 7421

San Jose, CA 95150

Follow us on
Facebook

Feb 1            Business Meeting
Feb 9            Second Saturday SCUBA
Feb 15          * General Meeting
Feb 22          Lobster Season Closed
March 1       Business Meeting
March 11     Second Saturday SCUBA
March 15     * General Meeting
April 1          Tomales Bay Clam Dig
April 5          Business Meeting
April 8          2nd Saturday SCUBA - UW Egg Hunt
April 19        * General Meeting
April 20-23   Van Damme Campout & Dive
May 1           Abalone Season Open
May 3           Business Meeting
May 6-7        SCUBA Show: Long Beach, CA
May 13         Second Saturday SCUBA: Pt. Lobos
May 17         * General Meeting - Spring Raffle
May 26-29    Memorial Day Albion Ab Weekend

Watch This Space – Much More To Come! See the Club’s Website for the full Calendar

The Easter Bunny will be hiding
eggs in the water off Del Monte
beach on April 8th. Do you have

what it takes to find them?
Will John Snyder get lucky?
Why it’s so easy, even a

light bulb salesman can win!


